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CONCEPT NOTE


	Title
	Building the African-European Partnership Platform for an efficient and coherent implementation of the AU-EU Roadmap in FNSSA

	Background
	The Forum for Agricultural Research in Africa (FARA) was established in 2002 by the Sub-regional agricultural Research Organizations (SROs) as a strategic platform that fosters continental and global networking to strengthen the innovation capacities of Africa’s agricultural research system. FARA comprises of the Secretariat as its functional arm, and the “Forum”. The “Forum” encompasses all African and non-African stakeholders who are committed to enhancing Africa’s agricultural productivity, competitiveness, and markets as a contribution to the achievement of the national, regional, continental and global sustainable development goals on poverty and hunger reduction, and environmental sustainability. The FARA Secretariat is mandated by the African Union Commission (AUC) to serve as its technical agency on agricultural research and development (ARD). FARA was the lead continental institution responsible for the implementation of the Comprehensive Africa Agricultural Development Programme (CAADP) Pillar IV on agricultural research, technology dissemination and adoption. In the current CAADP Sustaining the Momentum (2014), FARA facilitates the Technical Network on Research and Extension (TNRE). 

Since November 2018, FARA with partners, are implementing the Long term European-African Partnership for Food Nutrition Security and Sustainable Agriculture (LEAP4FNSSA) project. The general objective of LEAP4FNSSA is to establish a sustainable platform for the efficient and coherent implementation of the AU-EU Research and Innovation Partnership as described in the AU-EU Roadmap on FNSSA. 
LEAP4FNSSA seeks to improve the effectiveness and coherence of the AU-EU FNSSA Partnership roadmap by contributing to the creation of strategic FNSSA Alliances in research and innovation with the aim of establish a multi-stakeholder partnership platform of African-European partners that includes funders, private sector, researchers, policymakers, farmers etc. to implement the AU-EU research and innovation roadmap. 

	Objectives
	The main objective of the side event is to mobilize stakeholders around the platform to implement the AU-EU R&I roadmap on FNSSA. 
The specific objectives are:  
1. Mobilize AU-EU stakeholders (specifically Africans) to support the implementation of AU-EU R&I roadmap on FNSSA for improved food and nutrition security.      
2. Inform partners on the progress made and challenges met in the implementation of the LEAP4FNSSA and the establishment of the platform.  

	Outputs & milestones
	Among the main outputs and outcomes expected from the side events we can mention: 
· Increased understanding of the LEAP4FNSSA for a better engagement by different multi-stakeholder partnerships.  
· In medium term we expect an increased participation of African stakeholders in the LEAP4FNSSA for a balanced partnership. 

	Approach & activities
	Two experts, an African and a European,   with knowledge on LEAP4FNSSA will give a short presentation of ten (10) minutes each followed by discussion by stakeholders and recommendations drawn from the discussion.

	Impact & beneficiaries
	1. The short-term impact of the side event is a better understanding of the LEAP4FNSSA for an improved participation of Africans in the HLPD.
2. Increased mobilization of African stakeholders for a balanced partnership platform.   

	Activity location & Date
	The side event will be organized online backed up from FARA secretariat in Accra, Ghana. The side event will be organized during the FARA General Assembly on 24 and 25th November 2020.  

	Collaborators
	All FARA clusters will contribute to the event that is led by Research, Policy and Investment (RPIn).

	Budget
	The cost related to this activity include the zoom payment and the cost of payment of one man-day of an expert who will speak and synthesize findings from the discussion. All these costs will be covered under the budget line: FAR0016R-DRI-RPIn-EURO 	
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